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American Red Cross President and CEO on the Ground in Haiti

The situation in Haiti remains desperate, but support from the American public is making it into the hands of survivors and more help is on the way.  Planes and trucks carrying Red Cross humanitarian assistance are arriving in the region every day, delivering much needed materials such as medical supplies, tarps, blanket, hygiene items, bucks, shelter supplies, and kitchen sets.  So far, more than 500 tons of Red Cross aid has been mobilized.  The American Red Cross is also providing approximately 3 million prep-packaged meals in partnership with the World Food Program in Haiti.

In the days ahead, the American Red Cross will provide supplies for temporary shelters in Haiti.  Kits containing wood, tarps, rope, tools, tents, and blankets will be made available for an initial 20,000 families.  In addition to first aid posts, outreach teams are also aiding the injured in nearby camps.  Red Cross responders from six countries are treating injuries and triaging people for surgery at hospitals and medical centers in Port-au-Prince, Carrefour, and Jacmel.  In Florida, American Red Cross chapters are providing a variety of support services as citizens return to the United States from Haiti.  These services may vary slightly depending on the individuals’ needs when they arrive, but may include shelter, food, emotional support, basic first aid, comfort kits, and referrals to other community services.

American Red Cross President and CEO, Gail McGovern, is on the ground in Haiti visiting relief operations and helping to coordinate the distribution of aid.  She is meeting with Haitian Red Cross President Gedeon and will visit a first aid post outside the damaged Red Cross headquarters, one of 11 places where volunteers are working to treat wounded survivors.  She will also visit a Red Cross relief distribution center where family kits, water, and shelter supplies are being organized and given to survivors.  Later today, McGovern will meet with the Haitian government, following her visit yesterday with Red Cross leaders from around the world and heads of state of other nations, to help coordinate the global response effort.

Key Developments:

· A Red Cross field hospital has been set up at Hospital Universitaire d’Haiti in Port-au-Prince and the first surgeries began yesterday.  Three Red Cross Basic Healthcare Emergency Response Units (ERU) are on the ground and the Dominican Red Cross is working to set up a field hospital along the border in Jimani.  Combined, the field hospitals and Basic Healthcare ERUs can meet the needs of more than half a million people.

· Three Water and Sanitation ERUs are on the ground setting up equipment and water distributions have begun.  Once at full capacity, these ERUs will provide clean water for up to 50,000 people each day.
How Our Community Can Help:
· People who want to help those affected by the Haitian earthquake can make a donation to the American Red Cross International Response Fund at redcross.org or by calling 1-800-RED-CROSS. 
· The Red Cross is also receiving money through a third party mobile fundraising effort in which mobile donors can text "Haiti" to 90999 to send a $10 donation to the Red Cross.  The funds will go to support the Red Cross relief efforts in Haiti. 

· Currently, we are deploying only Red Cross volunteers specially trained to manage international emergency operations. Please consider supporting your community’s local needs by volunteering with your local Red Cross. 

· At this time, what we need the most are financial contributions – whether by check, online or by phone. The Red Cross and other the organizations leading the efforts in Haiti most need financial gifts in order to best serve the victims.  Things like clothes are not helpful right now because there is nowhere to store them, no one to sort them, and it would be difficult to transport the items to Haiti.  One good way to turn clothes into cash is to have a garage sale and then donate the money to the relief efforts. 

 

You can help the victims of countless crises, like the recent earthquake in Haiti, around the world each year by making a financial gift to the American Red Cross International Response Fund, which will provide immediate relief and long-term support through supplies, technical assistance and other support to help those in need. The American Red Cross honors donor intent. If you wish to designate your donation to a specific disaster, please do so at the time of your donation by mailing your donation with the designation to the American Red Cross, P.O. Box 37243, Washington, D.C. 20013 or to your local American Red Cross chapter. Donations to the International Response Fund can be made by phone at 1-800-REDCROSS or 1-800-257-7575 (Spanish) or online at www.redcross.org.
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