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Pitching in for International Disaster Relief on January 29 from 7:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.
~Changing lives, starting with your own~
(CLINTON, IA) – On Friday, January 29, 2010, the Gateway Area Chapter board of directors, staff, and volunteers are hosting a community-wide fundraising effort to support the American Red Cross International Disaster Relief Fund so it can continue providing relief to victims of countless crises, like the recent earthquake in Haiti. Through the International Disaster Relief Fund, the American Red Cross provides immediate relief and long-term support through supplies, technical assistance and other support to help those in need. Our local goal for Pitching in for International Disaster Relief is $20,000.  

There are more than 400 Red Cross workers from around the world in Haiti, as well as thousands of local volunteers. In addition to the first aid posts, outreach teams are also aiding the injured in nearby camps. Red Cross responders from six countries are treating injuries and triaging people for surgery at hospitals and medical centers in Port-au-Prince, Carrefour and Jacmel. Planes and trucks carrying Red Cross humanitarian assistance are arriving in the region every day, delivering much needed materials such as medical supplies, tarps, blankets, hygiene items, buckets, shelter supplies and kitchen sets. So far, more than 500 tons of Red Cross aid have been mobilized. Volunteers from Haiti and around the world are working side-by-side to clean and stitch wounds amidst the earthquake’s rubble. Outreach teams are also traveling through the neighborhood camps today, providing basic relief items, such as tarps, blankets, jerry cans for water and hygiene supplies.
Who is participating?
· Gateway Area Chapter of the American Red Cross board of directors, staff, and volunteers
· Bridgepoint Education has pledged to match all funds that their Bridgepoint Education, Ashford University and University of the Rockies employees donate to the Red Cross Haiti Relief and Development Fund through January 31, 2010. 
· NelsonCorp Wealth Management will match up to $5,000 of the money collected locally for Haitian relief.

· Local media including MAC 94.7, KROS, & Clinton Herald
· YOU –GENEROUS AND CARING MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY!
How does “Pitching in for International Disaster Relief” work?

Pitching in for International Disaster Relief will consist of a monetary drop-off drive through from 7:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. in the lower parking lot off of Springdale Drive at Ashford University, 400 N. Bluff Blvd, Clinton. Donors can simply drive through and give donations to Red Cross volunteers – without leaving the comfort of their vehicle. Cash and checks may also be dropped off at your local Red Cross office – 1220 13th Avenue North, Clinton.  If you would like to make a credit card donation, please call (563) 242-5223 between 7:00 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. on January 29th.
You can help the victims of countless crises, like the recent earthquake in Haiti, around the world each year by making a financial gift to the American Red Cross International Response Fund, which will provide immediate relief and long-term support through supplies, technical assistance and other support to help those in need. The American Red Cross honors donor intent. If you wish to designate your donation to a specific disaster, please do so at the time of your donation by mailing your donation with the designation to the American Red Cross, P.O. Box 37243, Washington, D.C. 20013 or to your local American Red Cross chapter. Donations to the International Response Fund can be made by phone at 1-800-REDCROSS or 1-800-257-7575 (Spanish) or online at www.redcross.org.

About the American Red Cross:
The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and provides emotional support to victims of disasters; supplies nearly half of the nation's blood; teaches lifesaving skills; provides international humanitarian aid; and supports military members and their families. The Red Cross is a charitable organization — not a government agency — and depends on volunteers and the generosity of the American public to perform its mission. For more information, please visit www.redcross.org or join our blog at http://blog.redcross.org.
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